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Classified  By:  P/E  Chief  Jennifer  Harhigh  for  Reasons  1.4  (b)  & (d) 

IQ.  (C)  After  a month  of  speculation  about  his  whereabouts, 
Burmese  Senior  General  Than  Shwe  reappeared  in  Nay  Pyi  Taw 
February  3 to  accept  the  credentials  of  the  new  Cambodian, 
Vietnamese,  and  Chinese  Ambassadors  to  Burma.  Official 
photos  of  all  three  ceremonies  appear  in  the  February  4 
state-run  New  Light  of  Myanmar.  The  Chinese  incoming  and 
outgoing  defense  attaches,  who  attended  the  PRC  credential 
ceremony,  told  us  Than  Shwe  "appeared  healthy,"  although  he 
was  still  experiencing  lower  back  pain.  The  February  3 
ceremonies  for  the  three  Ambassadors  took  place  in  the  order 
of  their  arrival  in  country,  beginning  with  the  Cambodian  at 
10:00  a.m. , the  Vietnamese  at  10:30  and  the  Chinese  at  11:00. 

V2 . (C)  Rumors  that  Than  Shwe  is  gravely  ill  or  dead 

circulate  every  few  months.  In  this  instance,  speculation 
about  his  health  began  in  earnest  after  he  failed  to  attend 
an  annual  January  4 Independence  Day  dinner  in  Nay  Pyi  Taw 
(Reftel).  The  official  explanation  given  for  his  no-show  was 
that  he  had  suffered  a back  injury  while  visiting  a pagoda. 

We  then  heard  he  had  collapsed  during  a briefing  on  January 
14  in  Nay  Pyi  Taw,  causing  at  least  one  senior  figure,  LtGen 
Ye  Myint,  head  of  Military  Intelligence,  to  rush  there  from 
Rangoon.  Vice-Senior  General  Maung  Aye  officially  hosted  the 
Thai  Supreme  Commander  during  his  recent  visit,  further 
fueling  rumors  of  Than  Shwe 1 s imminent  demise.  Not  just  yet, 
but  some  day  we  all  pass  from  the  scene.... 
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